
Whetstone Run – The Valley Spring 2015 

 

Update on Whetstone Run, Marple Township, Delaware County, PA  
By Carl DuPolt, Alan Samel, Derron LaBrake  

 
Development proposals are expected in May for a more than 200 acre site at the former Don Guanella Village on 
Sproul Road in Marple.  The site falls within the Whetstone Run tributary watershed to the Darby Creek. The Fall 
2014 Valley article had extensive details on this important 1.1 square mile (704 acre) watershed. Before the sale, 
DCVA approached both Marple Township and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and offered, in partnership with 
Natural Lands Trust, to conduct a formal survey of the land’s resources. Marple and the Archdiocese declined.  The 
Archdiocese referred us to the prospective purchaser of the property.  We recently made the same offer to the 
developer, Goodman Properties of Jenkintown, and they have not yet responded. 

While Marple and other agencies have rules that provide some protections for sensitive areas during development, 
these do not currently recognize the actual quality of one of the tributary streams, just one of the natural 
resources on the site that warrant further careful assessment.  In addition, exceptions are often made during the 
approval process, allowing development on steep slopes.  This evident in many new developments, including the 
recent Ravenscliff development in Marple.   

Marple government, Marple residents and Delaware County may not recall that there were greater ambitions for 
preserving the natural attributes of this site which may be squandered by allowing a “maximum development” 
approach.  The Delaware County Planning Department 2010 Greenway Plan for the Darby Creek Watershed 
identified the Archdiocese property of one of only 3 regional conservation hubs in the watershed within Delaware 
County. The plan indicated that: 

“The Archdiocese of Philadelphia land containing Cardinal O’Hara high School and the Saints Peter and 
Paul Cemetery is one of the largest expanses of open space in the watershed. The Township has proposed 
trails (currently existing as desire paths) to partly follow Whetstone Run and a tributary stream through 
the dense woods. Use of the property for trails has not yet been negotiated with the Archdiocese. The 
Delaware County Transfer Station property in Marple is a potential important greenway hub which 
contains open space acting as a woodland stream buffer.” 

The Township didn’t act on this opportunity to preserve the space after the 2010 plan, but it is not too late for 
Marple Zoning and Planning authorities to require a thorough and independent study of the most critical 
environmental resources on the site and require the best protection strategies available.  The property that was 
purchased by the developer is zoned for low-density residential use. The high-density and commercial uses that 
the developer is proposing are not permitted on that land “by-right” so they must seek a rezoning of the land or an 
exception from Marple Township’s Zoning Board.  Marple can learn from other townships, like neighboring 
Newtown and Haverford Townships, which succeeded in integrating trails and open space in most major 
developments using available ordinances and consideration for zoning modifications.  The township may want to 
consider granting these density and land use concessions in exchange for greater open space preservation. 

With community support, more may be done – township, county and private resources may be marshaled to 
procure additional lands to serve as a park the community and the region can be proud of.  Delaware County 
recently offered $500,000 and Concord offered to add $250,000 to help procure the Vineyard Commons 
development site.  If Marple officials can succeed in gaining similar commitments, this can result in a more 
balanced final plan which may include both open space for the community and development whose value will be 
enhanced by the natural beauty preserved. 

DCVA will continue to endeavor to be a collaborative partner to preserve as much of this amazing resource as is 
possible.  Marple residents must become engaged in this process.  Marple and Delaware County officials are key to 



arriving at a balanced result which protects sensitive open space, provides a community resource and protects 
water quality in the watershed. 

RECOMMEND ADDING DELCO PLAN FIGURE 3-2COULD REPEAT THIS GRAPHIC OR MAKE A NEW ONE. 

 



 

 


